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Statistical Report

The Palestinian Municipal Elections in Three Stages, 

Consequences of the political and social forces, and its implications for the next polls

About the Report

Politicians, academics and analysts have shown much interest in studying the impact of the Palestinian municipal elections on the balance of forces in the political arena. Most depended however on partial statistics that where difficult to draw general conclusions from. The Middle East Center conducted this statistical report to give greater insight to the political, social, and democratic changes after each municipal election. It discusses the impact of the polls on the Palestinian society, Israel, and Arab countries and show how they are seen internationally.

The report addresses the Palestinian municipal poll through three stages. It relies on the statistical outcomes to draw a political and social map of the Palestinians as evidenced by the polling results which tended to suggest that the leadership has only limited support in the street. The report will also help to unravel the future of the political forces inside the Palestinian Legislative Council and the PLO and its executive organizations and hence contribute to the building for a Palestine state.

The report reveals that the Hamas and Fatah movements received between 70% and 80% of the vote, indicating their strong weight and presence in the Palestinian political arena.

Israel tried hard to downplay the success of Hamas in the elections especially in the light of its intelligence estimation that the movement will receive a high percent of the votes if it participates in the elections to the Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC). Israel has already started its opposition to any Hamas participation in the upcoming PLC elections and has already said it will not deal with any municipality controlled by Hamas or with any Hamas member in the Palestinian legislature and it is presently trying to impose its conditions on the movement to renounce its political program and resistance. As a result Hamas now faces two options both of which are critical:  Hamas participation in the elections—legislative and municipality—is a Palestinian demand from a party political, popular and electoral requirements to enhance national unity and its resistance stance must continue so long as occupation persists.

The report is considered a significant tool for the Palestinian factions and Arab countries for sustaining Palestinian unity. It will help Hamas and Fatah to agree on a minimum political, economic, and social program since they represent the basis of national unity, the collective Palestinian experience, liberation and the right of return. It is time for opening dialogues and forging agreements as the current contradicting programs only lead to the tearing up of Palestinian society and separating it from the track of liberation, return, and resisting the occupation.

Results of the Palestinian Municipal Elections: 

The First Stage  

Primary Information
· The polls held in 26 councils for electing 306 seats. 

· Number of voters reached 143921; 72259 males and 71662 females.

· The number of candidates was 887, 748 males, (84%), and 139 females, (16%).

· The percentage was 2.9 candidates for each seat.

· Participation exceeded 81%.

· Participation of women was 49%, wining 17% of the seats.

Distribution of the forces among the factions due to the study's measurement: 

	Measurement
	Fatah movement
	Hamas Movement
	The independents and other organizations 

	Seats 
	%47  
	33.6 %
	19.4 %

	Votes
	40.2 %   
	33.7 %
	20.1 %

	Number of municipalities due to its superiority
	38.1 %
	47.6 %
	14.3 %

	Number of municipalities by determining the  relevant majority  without alliances                          
	38.1 %
	28.6 %
	33.3 %

	Relevant weight of the  municipalities which is won or have the majority points


	28.8 
	39.9 
	12.1


Assumptions

· The main competition was between Fatah and Hamas, the main factions in the tables of this study.  

· The study focused on 21 of 26 municipalities that elections were held in because of  the difficulties in determining political affiliations so the numbers and the percentages refer to the 21 municipalities. 

·  Different measurements techniques are applied for recognizing the weight of the political forces in Palestine (Table in Annex). It included:

· Number of seats: Fatah received 47% of seats while Hamas 33.6%.

· Number of votes: Fatah received 40.2% of votes while Hamas 33.7%.

· Number of municipalities: Fatah received 38.1% of votes while Hamas 47.6%.

· Determining majority: Fatah controlled eight municipalities, that’s 38.1% while Hamas determined six, that’s 28.6%. 

· Relative weight of municipalities: Fatah received 28.8 points while Hamas received 39.9.

· Percentage of participation in the poll was 81%, compatible with usual percentages of turn out in Palestinian local elections which ranges between 80-90%.

Results of the Palestinian Municipal Elections: 

The Second Stage  

Primary information 

· The poll held for electing 888 members from 2485 candidates in 82 constituencies
· Number of voters registered in 75 councils in the West Bank reached 172854 whereas the actual participants were 148785, that’s  86%.  

· Number of voters registered in the civil registration reached 94714 whereas actual participants were 29681, that’s 31%.

· Total voters in the West Bank reached 267568 whereas the number of actual participants was 178466 in the percentage of 67%.

· The number of councils in Gaza Strip was 8 but participants were 74584, 86%.  

· Number of the participants that registered in the civil registration in the Gaza Strip reached 43340 whereas the number of the actual participants reached 16183, 37%.

· Total number of voters in Gaza reached 130123. 
· Total number in Gaza and the West Bank: Number of constituencies were 83, number of voters reached 138054 while actual participants reached 45864, 33% of total.

· Number of women who won was 166, 18.5% of the candidates who stood in the polls.

Distribution of the forces among factions due to the study's measurement :

	Measurements
	Fatah Movement
Number     percentage


	Hamas Movement
Number     percentage


	Independents and other organizations 
Number    percentage


	Joint alliances with Fatah and Hamas 
Number   percentage



	Seats
	316
	35%
	320
	35.4%
	268
	29.6%
	
	

	Votes
	473955
	
	693657
	
	212700
	
	
	

	Number of municipalities due to its superiority
	28
	33.3%
	33
	39.3%
	21
	25%
	2
	2.4%

	Number of municipalities by determining the  relevant majority  without alliances         
	26
	31%
	31
	36.9%
	22
	26.2%
	5
	6%

	Number of municipalities by determining the  relevant majority  without alliances      
	
	33.4
	
	40.8
	
	
	
	


Statistical indications

· Number of seats: Fatah movement received 316 seats, 35%, while Hamas, 320, 35.4%.

· Number of votes: Fatah received 473955 votes in the percentage of 34%, while Hamas received 693657 votes in the percentage of 50 %.

· Number of municipalities: Fatah won 28 municipalities, 33.3%, while Hamas won 33 municipalities 39.3 %.

· Determining majority: Fatah controlled 26 municipalities 31%, while Hamas controlled 31 municipalities, 36.9%.

· Relative weight of municipalities: Fatah received 33.4 points while Hamas received 40.8.
Results of the Palestinian Municipal Elections: 

Third Stage  

Primary information
· Percentage of participation reached 84% according to the Higher Committee of Local Elections while the number of voters at 144000 who elected their candidates for 1018 seats.

· There were 22 lists won uncontested in 104 constituencies while one list won elections.

· Total number of seats reached 1018.

· Elections were held in 82 of 104 constituencies distributed in the governorates of the West Bank. 

· 299 lists competed in this stage, including 2469 candidates, 96 of them were women. 88 of these lists were for Fatah while 56 for Hamas. The other lists represented the other movements, factions and independents. 
Note:

Hamas said it participated in lists that didn't carry the name of its candidates name for security reasons 

Distribution of the forces among faction's due to the study's measurement 

	Measurement 
	Fatah
Number         percentage


	Hamas
Number         percentage
    
	Families and independents and other organizations
Number      percentage

	
 Seats 
	547
	53.73%
	265
	26.03%
	206
	20.24%

	Number of municipalities due 
to its superiority
	35
	34%
	30
	29%
	39
	37%

	Number of municipalities due to the relevant majority without 
alliances 
	53
	51%
	13
	13%
	38
	36%

	The relevant weight of the municipalities which he won or achieved the majority winning or which 
	18.2
	
	16.6
	
	
	


Statistical indications

· Number of seats: Fatah received 547 seats at 53.73% while Hamas received 265 seats in the lists that gave the movement 26.03% of the vote.

· Number of votes: There wasn't enough information for estimating the percentage. 

· Controlling majority: Fatah controlled 53 municipalities while Hamas 13.

· Relevant weight of municipalities: Fatah received 18.2 points while Hamas 16.6.

Results and conclusions
· There were no violations such as forgery or manipulation in the final results of any stage in the elections.
· The stages of the municipal elections are being seen as qualitative shifts in the practice and implementation of democracy and as a reference for selecting leaders in Palestine.
· The elections emphasized the social and political legitimacy of Hamas and Fatah in the Palestinian street.

· The results of the elections proved the failure of public opinion surveys to present precise estimations of the likely patterns of the Palestinian voter.

· These elections are but a test of the trends in the Palestinian street which includes voting for candidates with tribal background, those with political affiliation and independents.

· The local elections are considered more scientific and reliable indications than the presidential elections which were boycotted by Hamas and Al Jihad Al Islami.

· Failure not to announce the results of the political and social lists of the winners in the first stage leaded to confusion in the media.

· The Palestinian society proved that they are capable of practicing democracy in a transparent way.  
· The municipal elections showed the desire of the Palestinian people to practice their political and social right in selecting their representatives.

· The outcomes showed it is possible to use the voting results as a general indication of the political and social distribution.

· Palestinian society proved that it does not have any problems with the participation of women in the political life of the state.

· It showed that the opportunity for realizing national unity exists among the main forces in society and is the way to creating social and political stability for the continuing struggle against occupation.

· The elections emphasized that Fatah can no longer monopolize the decision-making process in isolation of the other forces and that Hamas enhanced its role inside the Palestinian society as a partner to Fatah.   

· Fatah won most of the municipal councils’ seats in villages and small towns while Hamas won more popular support in the cities in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank.

· The results of the third stage of the elections which was held on the proportional representation system showed a success for democracy for it reflected the actual distribution of forces and the fair representation in the regions. 

· Nevertheless, the conditions of the elections showed the environment was not fair to different factions and forces. Fatah for instance, was given the full backing of the official media and support from the Palestinian Authority while Hamas was exposed to negative international coverage as its leaders and candidates were subjected to arrests across the West Bank. 

· The results showed that between them Hamas and Fatah had the support of 75% to 80% of the Palestinian street. 

Table: The results

	The percentage of the seats
	The percentage of the votes
	Municipalities number due to its superiority 
	Determined Majority
	Relative Weight

	Movement
	First
	Second
	Third

	First
	Second
	Third
	First
	Second
	Third
	First
	Second
	Third

	First
	Second
	Third

	Fatah
	47%
	35%
	53.73%
	34%
	40.2%
	
	38.1%
	33.3%
	34%
	38.1%
	28.8%
	51%
	28.8
	33.4
	18.2

	Hamas
	33.6%
	35.4%
	26.03%
	50%
	33.7%
	
	47.6%
	39.3%
	29%
	28.6%
	39.9%
	13%
	39.9
	40.8
	16.6


The average of the final results through three stages due to the Palestinian local election:

	Movements
	The percentage of seats
	The percentage of votes
	Municipalities number due to its superiority
	Determining majority
	Relevant weight of municipalities

	Fatah
	45%
	37%
	35.1%
	39.3%
	26.8

	Hamas
	31.7%
	42%
	38.6%
	27%
	32.4


Look at the enclosed diagram

[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]




[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]










The Percentage of seats





45%





31.70%





Fatah








Hamas








The Percentage of seats








0%





10%





20%





30%





40%





50%





60%





The muinedeivt it determined 18 muncipility while nt eived ���������������������������������������������������������������������Stages











Fatah








Hamas








Fatah





47%





35%





53.73%





Hamas





33.60%





35.40%





26.03%





1





2





3











0%





10%





20%





30%





40%





50%





60%





The Stage





Percentage





Fatah








Hamas








Fatah





34%





40.20%





Hamas





50%





33.70%





1





2





The Percentage of votes





37%





42%





Fatah








Hamas








The number of municipalities


Due to its superiority 





35.10%





38.60%





Hamas





Fatah





The number of municipalities


Due to its superiority





0.00%





10.00%





20.00%





30.00%





40.00%





50.00%





The Stage





الـنـســــبة





Fatah





Hamas





Fatah





38.10%





33.30%





34%





Hamas





47.60%





39.30%





29%





1





2





3





Determining Majority





0.00%





10.00%





20.00%





30.00%





40.00%





50.00%





60.00%





The Stage





The Percentage





Fatah





Hamas





Fatah     





38.10%





28.80%





51%





Hamas





28.60%





39.90%





13%





1





2





3





Determining Majority








39.30%





27%





Hamas





Fatah





للبلديات





Relevant Weight of Municipalities








26.8





32.4





Fatah





Hamas





Relevant Weight of Municipalities





0





5





10





15





20





25





30





35





40





45





The Stage





The number of points





Fatah





Hamas





FataH





28.8





33.4





18.2





Hamas





39.9





40.8





16.6





1





2





3











� Hamas said that it received 232 seats while Fatah received 290.


� Until the date of issuing this report, these results are announced by Hamas movement only.


� Hamas said that it controlled 18 municipalities while Fatah 22.





� Hamas sources : the movement received 33.7% of seats while Fatah 40.2 % through the third stage











 .


  


� Hamas sources:  The movement determined 17% of the municipal council through the third stage while Fatah 21%
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