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The Concept of 

Terrorism and Resistance 

An Arab-Islamic View 

English Abstract 

In the shadow of the repercussions of the events of September 11 in New 
York and Washington, and what succeeded them insofar as a confounding of 
concepts as a consequence of the shock on the one hand, and political motives 
on the other, the international media have endeavored to ascribe the terms of 
terrorism and illegitimate violence to legitimate resistance. This has resulted in a 
civilizational divergence, which has assumed dangerous proportions, and has 
been used by some politicians and intellectuals to foster conflict and 
civilizational antipathy at the expense of peaceful coexistence and international 
security. And despite international agreement on the concept of the legitimate 
struggle of states and peoples, the international community has been incapable 
of agreeing upon a single specific definition of terrorism, due to difference in the 
norms of states, and a divergence of views on terrorism.  

Emanating from a desire to formulate an Arab Islamic vision of the 
concept of terrorism, and distinguishing it from the concept of legitimate 
resistance, and by virtue of the contribution of the intellectuals of the nation 
towards formulating an international definition of terrorism, and out of 
eagerness for the continued interaction among nations, and emphasizing the 
right of peoples to resist foreign occupation and aggression by all means, 
including armed struggle in order to liberate their lands and attain their right to 
self determination and independence, the idea of this legal, political and 
intellectual document was born to distinguish between terrorism on the one 
hand, and acts of legitimate resistance on the other, and in order to prevent the 
accusation of terrorism as a pretext for the violation of human rights and state 
sovereignty, and intervention in the internal affairs of others. This document 
likewise aims at delimiting the valid terms of reference for gagging the 
civilizational concept and the political and social behavior of this nation, in 
respect of the use of violence as a means to end occupation, oppression and 
terrorism which afflict a number of places in the globe, and especially Palestine, 
insofar as it constitutes resistance that is of legitimate means and aims.  



١٦ 

This historical document represents an Arab-Islamic vision of an elite 
group of experts, social and political leaders and Arab scholars and intellectuals, 
who have converged on the totality of the ideas it contains, and who have 
formulated its basic terms, and it constitutes a collective venture that is a 
contribution to the cause of civilizational dialogue.  

This document is based, through its exposition, arguments and 
articulations on counter-terrorism laws and international conventions that are 
related thereto, and the UN Charter and resolutions, and on the Human Rights 
Covenant, which together affirm the principles of Islamic law which constitutes 
the basic premise of Arab thought. It also bases itself on a number of studies, 
which have been prepared especially for this purpose, as well as other Arab and 
international studies.  

The signatories to this document have arrived at a definition of terrorism: 
as an illegitimate use of violence or a threat to use it for illegitimate aims, which 
spreads terror among people, and exposes the lives of innocents to danger, 
whether it is carried out by a state or a group or an individual, in order to 
achieve illegitimate interests, and as such it is totally different from cases of 
resorting to armed force within the framework of legitimate resistance.  

They have also concurred that resistance and Jihad (holy war) are a 
legitimate use of all means including armed force in order to deter aggression, 
end occupation and colonialism, and achieve independence, insofar as these are 
legitimate political aims, which is consonant with international law and is 
sanctioned by Islamic law.  

Based on the preceding, it becomes clear that resistance is a legitimate 
action to achieve the interests of nations that are subject to occupation, 
colonialism and aggression, while terrorism represents a violation of the right of 
these nations to life, liberty and self-determination.  

Therefore, the resistance of the Palestinian people and their struggle 
against the Israeli occupation and the settlers is considered legitimate due to the 
harmony of these actions with international conventions and laws and the 
foundations of free western thought and Arab-Islamic thought, and merits 
support from the Arab and Islamic nations and the international community in 
general.  

The document’s view is that eliminating the causes of terrorism and its 
sources, overcoming its manifestations, and supporting legitimate resistance is 
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the ideal means and the principal pillar, which constitutes the foremost strategic 
feature for successfully resisting terrorism. This is based on the foundation of 
civilizational dialogue between the Arab and Islamic world on the one hand, and 
the western world on the other, the support of the rights of nations to achieve 
independence and self determination, and to seriously undertake to differentiate 
between terrorist activities and legitimate acts of resistance, to activate 
international cooperation on the basis of justice and equality, and to maintain 
international peace and security, especially with a commitment to refraining 
from the use of the threat of military force and economic sanctions by strong 
states against weak states.  




